A Parent’s Guide

For Interpreting Scores
i

Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs provide an exceptional learning environment for students to
acquire both knowledge and skills. Measuring these skills is an essential part of preparing students for their
chosen career field and/or higher education upon completion of their CTE program of study.

Based on national and industry standards, NOCTI credentials measure not only what a student knows, but also
how their knowledge and skills are applied. Blueprints are available for all NOCTI credentials and provide
important details such as a competency list, percentage breakdowns, sample questions and jobs,

and administration specifics. As the industry changes, NOCTI’s credentials reflect those changes.

KNOWLEDGE-BASED
CREDENTIALS

NOCT!’s knowledge-based credentials consist
of items related to a specific program of study,
delivered in either an online or hard copy
format. Students typically take a post-test
near the end of their program. Schools may
choose to administer the knowledge-based
component in the fall as a pre-test to help
diagnose a student’s beginning knowledge.
Depending on the school or state assessment
program, your student may be required to
complete only the knowledge-based
component of the assessment.

SKILL-BASED
CREDENTIALS

The skill-based credentials consist of jobs that
allow students to demonstrate their skills by
completing an actual segment of work using
tools, materials, and equipment found in the
occupation. During the skill-based component,
student work is graded by an independent
evaluator using a standardized evaluation
process. Evaluators may include local
business and industry representatives,
program advisory committee members, and
active or retired military personnel. Skill-based
credentials are not graded by the student’s
instructor.
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NOCTI scores all credentials and provides an
Individual Score Report with a summary of the
knowledge-based and/or skill-based results. The
report contains an overall test score along with
scores for each standard covered on the
credential. For students who have taken the
knowledge-based component as a pre-test, the
score report will include both the pre- and
post-test scores, as well as the percent of
change between the scores. Additional
information provided on the Individual Score
Report includes averages for the nation, state,
and school (site). School administrators can use
score data to recognize student achievement,
promote continuous program and instructional
improvement, and meet state and federal
requirements.

Individual Scores
Participant Name: Sample Name
Site: Sample Site

Test Date: XX/XX/XXXX

CREDENTIAL TITLE AND CODE
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For a list of the standards
(areas covered) for a specific
program, refer to the Blueprint
at www.nocti.org.
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For a list of jobs to be
evaluated during the
skill-based component,
refer to the Blueprint for
the specific program.

Participant ID: XXXXXXX
Level: Secondary
Type: Post-Test

Site (Cumulative)
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Care should be taken in interpreting the results
of the credential. Your student’s scores reflect
performance on a single day under standardized
administration processes. The overall score is
the most stable score on the report. The
standard scores vary more because there are
fewer items within each of the standards. If you
have questions, you are encouraged to discuss
these results with your student’s instructor. The
instructor is in the best position to provide further
guidance in identifying the most appropriate
instruction for your student. Please note that the
results do not independently measure future
success on the job.

INTERPRETING THE
SCORE REPORT
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